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ROLE IN NIGARAGUA

DESGRIBED BY U.5.

Administration Says Contacts
With Rebels Were Legal

By GERALD M. BOYD
Special t0 The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Aug. 8 — The Rea-
gan Administration acknowiedged to-
day that officials on che National Se-
curity Council were involved in the
operations of the insurgents who are
seeking to toppie the Nicaraguan Gov-

iola any laws,” Mr.
Reagan said in signing legislation that
provides $27 million in nonmilitary
assistance to the rebels over the next
two years. The measure was part of a
$25.4 billion foreign aid bill.

‘1 am particularly pleased that the
Congress approved the renewal of aid
to the Nicaraguan freedom fighters,”
he said before he signed the bill.
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“IL.may not bregk the law,” he said,

report today in The New York Times,
attributed to senior Administration of-
ficials and members of Congress, that
the rebels have been receiving direct
military advice from National Security
Council officials in an occration run by
a military officer in the W nite House.

Official Explains Operation
A White House official who is inti-

mately familiar with the operation said
there was a perception in the Adminis-
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tration that Congress did not under-
stand the feelings of Nicaragua’s
neighbors. Those countries ‘““want con-
stant reassurance,’’ the official said.

This official explained the White
House efforts by saying: “If the Soviet
Union metaphysically is equated to an
ancient, evil empire, then to the extent
we can, we ought to attack it by going
at the colonies. We don’t do it well now.
Central America is the first oppor-
tunity to do it right.”

The Administration had first com-
mented on the role of National Security
Council officials at a morning press
briefing. R a prepared state-
ment, Larry S| es, the White House
spokesman, said contacts had been
made but no laws had been broken.

‘‘No member of the National Se-
curity Council staff has, at any time,
:hceteld in vi?lation of le:‘ih:lt tt.l‘ne spirit or

etter of existing ation dealing
with U.S. assistance to the democratic
resistance in Nicaragua,” he said.

“Contacts have been made from
time to time for the purpose of receiv-
ing information and for fostering con-
tacts,” he added, ‘‘such as was done at
the time the President met with the
democratic resistance leaders.”

He was referring to a dinner that Mr.
Reagan attended in Washington in
April to raise funds for the Nicaraguan
Refugee Fund. The President pleaded
then and later for Congress to approve
assistance for the rebels.
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